or by the Pishberg test (Horne& Morris 1!)47).
Most clinicians will agree that the repeated observation of the specific gravity of the nrine is a satisfactory test of renal function. A period of fasting varying from 12 to 24 hours is variously regarded as adequate to stimulate the production of a urine of specific gravity 1.020 or higher by the normal kidney. The action of posterior pituitary extract on the kidney in man is well known. Injection of a therapeutic dose is followed by oliguria, an increase in the urinary concentration and a delay in the diuresis normally produced by the ingestion of a large quantity of fluid. Both of the latter effects have been utilized -as tests of renal function.
The suggestion that the effect of injecting posterior pituitary extract might be used to investigate renal function was first made by Brunn (1921) As has already been stated, Sodeman and Engelhardt (1942) Finally, Home and Morris (1947) suggested that the test is unreliable if mercurial or xanthine diuretics have been recently administered, but this fact and the application of the test to a larger series of cardiac and renal patients will require to be the subject of further study. SUMMARY. 1. The effect on the urinary specific gravity of the injection of 10 units of pitressin has been compared with the effect of a standard period of 12 hours fasting.
2. Eighty-three normal students have been tested using both procedures.
